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not even at the expiration of that period to resign without the consent of
Governor and Council or giving twelve months nonce of their intention.
100.    As a mark of distinction declaratory of the confidence, me could
safely repose in those few who did not engage in the dishonorable agna-
tion, we have thought proper to leave them at liberty to execute the contracts
or not as they pleased.    All the field officers, however, having chearfully wi
the example, the contract has been dulv executed throughout the armv.
*                                                                                                                                                                        ^                                                                                                                                                   Of
101.    An objection indeed has been started by some of the King'* half
pay officers that any obligation of service to the Company might possibly so
far displease His Majesty as to occasion their being struck off the half pav
list : a clause releasing those gentlemen from their contract, in the case of
their being ordered home by the King, would have been inserted had we not
considered that no half pay officer can enter into your service without the
King's permission, that such permission would be of no effect did it not convey
to the officer the power of availing himself of it by serving the Company upon
those conditions which the Mutiny Act lias described, and which it rests with
the Court of Directors to exact and that any such releasing clause might carry
with it an implication that were it omitted the Company would or could
detain the King's officers in their service though His Majesty should he pleased
to recall them to his own.
102.    We are moreover credibly informed that at the end of the late war
and likewise the former in 1748 when the King permitted the ensigns of his
regiments then in the East Indies to enter your service, it was expressly men-
tioned in a letter from the Secretary at War to the Commander-in-Chief here
that those ensigns "after they j-houlcl have compleated their contract with the
Company" and produced certificates of their good behaviour should be ad-
mitted to half pay on His Majesty's establishment.   This circumstance the
truth of which may be readily known by application to the War Office is a con-
vincing proof that the King takes it for granted even his own officers when
they enter into your service, are to be bound to serve you bv contract in order
that they may be subject to those ankles of war which His Majesty hath
been pleased by authority of Parliament to make for the government and
discipline of your forces.
103.    We beg leave, however, to observe that as the objection seems to
have arisen merely from punctilio and not from the desire of a power to
commit offences with impunity, we shall perhaps not think it material to con-
test the point until your pleasure be known.
104.    A copv of the general form of contract which has been adopted is
herewith sent, and it remains with you to establish any other that you may
judge more properly applicable to the evil it is intended to remedy.   The
present one is only to be looked upon as an expedient but as we can iiere devise
no better means of securing in the army a submission to the rules and ankles
of war, we shall not fail to continue it till your superior judgment shall have
suggested an amendment unless some obligation of service be insisted on.
We apprehend that the gracious intention of the legislature is frustrated and
you preserve the authority to maintain an army without accepting the privi-
lege of enforcing discipline bv martial law.   We therefore flatter ourselves